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0SYNOPSIS
Existing pecan orchards in the Southwest were established on every soil imaginable, using all
types of water.  Soil and water management programs are a tool to make the best use of these
resources for improved production.  A typical step begins with tree performance evaluation,
followed by a review of management records for identifying obvious management deficiencies.  If
these preliminary steps do not yield anything conclusive, it should be followed by soil and water
testing and appraisal, and evaluation of soil improvement options. Finally, orchard management
practices, such as soil and irrigation management, fertilization and weed control should be fine-
tuned. The significance of each measure may be evaluated using the cost and return analyses
presented.
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